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Stateburg’s Historic Church 


By-Ann Catherine Anderson Saunders, Historian Sumter's 
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The . crowning jewel upon th,e high 
hiile of Santee Is the beautiful church 
of the Holy Cross, situated in States- 
burg township, It is the sacred tie 
that binds a scattered country com¬ 
munity into one family in God. 

Pioneer settlers had been gradu¬ 
ally coming into this section of South 
Carolina from the year 1735, although 
the historian^ Robert Mills, mentions 
the.date 1750 as the approximate time 
of its permanent settlement. 

In 1770 the vestry and church war¬ 
dens of the parish of St. Mark pe¬ 
titioned “that the legislature would 
grant a sum of money for building 
them a church and parsonage house,” 
stating in this petition "that the parish 
was of such great extent it w^s im¬ 
possible to place the church so for' 


the major part of the inhabitants to 
have- constant resort thereto, particu- 
' larly the district of the’ high hills 
of Santee - in this parish is a very 
populous arid growing settlement, 
crowded with people, but they are at 
such distance from the.parish church 
as renders it impracticable for any 
of them to repair there to attend divine 
service.” • 

They further stated: ‘•’The inhabi- 
; tants of this parish have subscribed 

• 500 pounds towards founding a chapel 
r of ease at or near the high hills, 

• which sum being inadequate for com- 
: pleting such work. We therefore crave 
1 the assistance of the legislature to 

C carry on the building of said chapel.” 

“Chapel of Rase.” 

'"’ 'As a result 6t the petition from 
which the foregoing excerpta have 
been been taken, a chapel of ease was 
established on the old State road, eight 
or ten miles below Stateburg. 

After the war of the revolution, 
this chapel -was so far distant and in¬ 
convenient that a vestry was organized 
in Statesburg and called the vestry of 
the Claremont church in accordance 
with an act "passed in the general as¬ 
sembly in Charleston, tp incorporate 
vestries and church wardens of Episco¬ 
pal churches in the parishes of Saint 
Luke, Saint Mathew, Prince George 
Wlnyah, Saint Stephen and Saint 
James Goose Creek, also the vestries 
, of the Episcopal churches of Clare¬ 
mont and of Saint Helena Island.” This 
uct was passed in the year 178$. 

Steps were then taken by the vestry 
of the Claremont church to dispose 
of the chapel of case by sale; the 
chapel and lands were subsequently 
purchased by -Edward Richardson. 
“At a meeting of the vestry and 
church wardens at Statesburg July 
23, 1788, the Rev. Matthew Tate was 
appointed minister to the Claremont 
i Episcopal church, and it was recora- 

• mended that he should perform divine 
fiervioft in Hfl\ PaW^IVb 'lrititr rAnm mi 


service in Mr. Powell’s 'long room un¬ 
til a more suitable place of worship 
could be fixed upon or a proper house 
for that purpose-erected.” 

This vestry was composed of the 
following members present: Vestry, 
[ Gen. Thomas Sumter, George Joor, 

■ William Murrell, Isham Moore, Wil- 
: 11am Bracey, J. Macnair and William 

Rees; wardens, B. Waring and J. G. 

■ Guignard. 

The above named vestry with the 

■ Rev. Matthew Tate decided to build 
i, at once a church' of the following 
| dimensions: Fifty-one feet long by 

87 feet and 17 feet high, with 11 
urched windows, four doors and other 
specifications. 

Gen. Sumter Gave Site. 

This church was erected upon land 
given for the purpose by Gen. Sum¬ 
ter. H1 b formal deed of gift Is to be 
found in the old church record. Oth¬ 
er interesting names recorded as ves¬ 
trymen and wardens during the early 
years, of the Claremont church are: 
Thomas Hooper (brother of William 
Hooper, the signer), Talefero James, 
Sacfteld Bracey. Sam Fley. Benjamin 
Huger, John Mayrant, John Ould- 
fleld Heriot, Dr. Robert Brownfield, 

C. A.; Richard Haynesworth, Doctor 
, Thomas Wright, the Hon. Thomas 
; Waties, C. A.; John Murray, John S. 

Richardson, Cleland Kinloch, Judge 
James, Dr. William Wallace Ander¬ 
son, Alexander Sllliman, Thos. Eve- 
letgh, John Waties, Dr. Bracey, Fran¬ 
cis K. Huger, Alfred Anderson, A. O. 

’ Middleton, Zenophon Bracey, Henry 
Vaughan, William Johnston, A. 
Vaughan, Benjamin Hood, John Sin¬ 
gleton, J. H. Rutledge and Stephen 

D. Miller. ♦ » ' 

The pews were assessed for the first 

time in the year 1808. The pew hold¬ 
ers were named as follows: 

No. 1, Judge Thomas Waties; No. 2, 
Robert Brownfield; No. 3, John May- 
rant; No. 4, William Johnston; No. 5, 
Robert Withers;’ No. 6, William Ca¬ 
pers; No. 7, William Murrell; No. 8, 
Cleland Kinlock; No. 9, John W. 
Rees; No. 10, Gen. Thomas Sumter; 
No. 11, John S. Richardson; No. 12; 
Mrs. Mary Hooper; No. 13, Thomas 
Eveleigh; No. 14, William Rees; No. 
15, George .Toor: No. 10. William May- 


May 28th, 1829, Mr. Geo. McDuffie 
to Miss Mary Singleton. 

On March 16th, 1823, was baptised 
Richard Heron Anderson, son of pr. 
William Wallace Anderson and Mary 
Jane Anderson, who was born Octo- 
ber 7th, 1821. He became South 
Carolina’s ranking officer in the War 
Between the Sections! receiving 
lieutenant general’s commission in 
May, 1864. 

On February 6, 1825, was baptized 
William ‘Wallace Anderson, tbe son 
of Dr. William • Wallace Anderson 
and Mary JTane Anderson. fie was 
born December 14, 1824. He became 
the surgeon of highest rank from 
South Carolina in. the War Between 
the Sections. ^ 

At a vestry meeting held Novem¬ 
ber 8, 1829, a letter Was read from 
his excellency Stephen D. Miller, 
governor of South Carolina, present¬ 
ing a gift of $ 1 Op to the Claremont 
phurch, recommending that it be used 
in painting the extei-ior of the build¬ 
ing. V 

On May 12, 1856. were married 
Frederick L. Childs, U. S. A., and 
Mary Hooper Anderson, daughter of 
Dr. W. Wi Anderson. Col. Childs ac¬ 
complished more In the manufacture 
of ammunition for the Confederacy 
than any other man. 

On the 6th day of August, 1824, 
at a meeting of the vestry of the 
Claremont church it was resolved 
that the free colored man, William 
Ellison, be permitted to have a bench 
in the church for himself and his 
family. This William Ellison operat¬ 
ed at that time at Stateburg the first 
regular gin. factory ip the world. 

In this church yard sleep many 
distinguished men and many gallant 
sons of the Confederacy. 

Here also were laid to rest Decem¬ 
ber 15, 1851, the remains of the 
Hon. Joel R. Poinsett. LL. D., states¬ 
man, diplomat, scientist and botanist. 
It was he who introduced into this 
country the plant which is named for 
Elm, poinsettia. . 

There was on the list of com, ; 
municants of the old Claremont 
church , for some time the name of 
Col. Richard Anderson. He was the 
father of Dr. W. W^ Anderson, tho 
elder. v Col. Anderson wds a gallant 
officer of the Maryland- line during 
the War of the Revolution, of whom 
many heroic deeds are recorded. He 
was an officer in tho First battalion 
of the Maryland Flying Camp, 
body of troops equipped for quick, 
active service. ' < 

Church is Moved. 

In the year 1850 the old church be¬ 
ing in bad repair and inadequate to 
accommodato the large congregation, 
it was decided to move it and build 
upon its' site a new church. The 
building of the new phurch was ac¬ 
complished ,and the name of the 
church changed.to the Church 
the Holy Cross. This was dond by 
an amendment of the act of incor¬ 
poration. 

The cornerstone of tho Church of 
the Holy Cross was laid on the 11th 
day of September, 1850. William W. 
Anderson, M„ D„ Henry L. Pinckney, 
Jr., and Samuel J. Bradley were the 
building committee. Edward C. 
Jones of Charleston was the ar¬ 
chitects 

■ Dr. W. W. Anderson was chairman 
of the building pommittec and the 
only active member of the commit¬ 
tee, as is stated in the church records. 

It is to his artistic taste, zeal and 
churchmanship that we are deeply in¬ 
debted for this building as he deliver¬ 
ed it to the vestry for acceptance and 
consecration. 

Of perfect gothic architecture, 
characterized by churchly dignity, it 
lingers fp the hearts and memory of 
all who have worshiped within Its 
sacred walls. 

Upon entering the church one stands 
beneath the vaulted roof and down the 
long aisle sees in perspective the glor¬ 
ious east window which, lights the 
chancel. The exquisite old reredos 
rises impressively behind the hand¬ 
somely carved altar; above is the 
arch of the beautifully moulded ceil¬ 
ing; below the tessellated floor. 

The pulpit, lectern, reading desk 
and organ are all appealingly appro¬ 
priate in their proportions and de¬ 
sign. Crimson hangings surrounding 
the quaintly inclosed choir add a rich 
glow of color which blends harmoni¬ 
ously 1 with the subdued lights and 
shades. 

This Church of the Holy Cross was 
consecrated July 14, 1852, by the Rt. 
Rev. Francis Huger Rutledge; the Ill 
health of our own bishop rendered it 
impossible for him to conduct the 
service. ■ . 

This chinch was almost destroyed 
by a storm on February 1.6, 1903. It 
was at that time but partially re¬ 
stored and is now in great need of ex¬ 
tensive repairs. May it long stand to 
typify the ideals of truth, endurance, 
strength and courage-—necessary .vir¬ 
tues of Christians and patriots! 
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of ease Vt or lleur the mils* 

which sum being inadequate for com¬ 
pleting such work. We therefore crave 
the assistance of the legislature to 
carry on. the\building of said chapel.” 

1 of Ease.” 

As a result - of the petition from 
which the foregoing excerpta have 
been been takeiV a chapel of ease was 
established on the old State road, eight 
or ten miles beftpw Stateburg. 

After the war\ of the revolution, 
this chapel was soVt'ar distant and in¬ 
convenient that a vestry was organized 
in Statesburg and cJdled the vestry of 
the Claremont churMi in accordance 
with on act ••passed iff the general as¬ 
sembly in Charleston A to incorporate 
vestries and church wardens of Episco¬ 
pal churches in the parishes of Saint. 
Luke, Saint Mathew, iVlnce George 
Winyah, Saint Stephen \ and Saint 
James Goose Creek, alsotthe vestries 
of tho Episcopal churche^ pf Clare¬ 
mont and of Saint Helena Island.” This 
act was passed in the year l’|?8S. 

. Steps were then taken by the vestry 
of the Claremont church to dispose 
of the chapel of ease by t^-le; the 
chapel and lands were subsequently 
purchased by Edward Richardson. 
“At a meeting of the vestry, and 
church wardens at Statesburgt July 
23, 1788, the Rev. Matthew Tate was 
appointed minister to the Claremont 
Episcopal church, apd it was recom¬ 
mended that he should perforin divine 
service in Mi*. Powell’s long roorii 
til' a more suitable place of worsl 
could be fixed upon or a proper hqii! 
for that purpose-erected.” 

This vestry was composed of the 
following members present: Vestry, 
Gen. Thomas Sumter. George Joor, 
William Murrell, Isham Moore, Wil¬ 
liam Bracey, J. Macnair and William 
Rees; wardens, B. Waring .and J. G. 
Guignard. 

The above named vestry with the 
Rev. Matthew Tate decided to build 
at once a church of the following 
! dimensions: Fifty-one. feet long by 
' 87 feet and %7 feet high, with 11 
arched windows, four doors and other 
specifications. 

, Gen. Sumter Gave Site. 

This church was erected upon land 
given for the purpfose by Gen. Sum¬ 
ter. His formal deed of gift Is to be 
found in the old ..church record. Oth¬ 
er interesting names recorded as ves¬ 
trymen and wardens during the early 
years, of the Claremont church are: 
Thomas Hooper (brother of William 
Hooper, the signer), Taiefero James, 
Sacfleld Bradey. Sam Fley, Benjamin 
Huger, John Mayrant, John Ould- 
fleld Heriot, Dr. Robert Brownfield, 
C. A.; Richard Haynesworth, Doctor 
Thomas Wright, the Hon. Thomas 
Waties, C. A.; John Murray, John S. 
Richardson, Cleland Kinloch, Judge 
James,,'Dr. William Wallace Ander¬ 
son, Alexander Silliman, Thos. Eve- 
leigh, John Waties, Dr. Bracey, Fran¬ 
cis K. Huger, Alfred Anderson, A. O. 

' Middleton, Zenophon Bracey, Henry 
Vaufghan, William JohnBton, A 
Valighan, Benjamin Hood, John Sin¬ 
gleton, J. H. Rutledge and Stephen 
D! Miller. • ♦ . 

/ The pews were assessed for the first 

/ time in the year 1808. The pew hold¬ 
ers were named as follows: 

No. 1, Judge Thomas Waties; No. 2, 
Robert Brownfield; No. 3, John May- 
rant; No. 4, William Johnston; No. 6, 
Robert Withers;' No. 6, William Ca¬ 
pers; No. 7, William Murrell; No. 8, 
Cleland Kinloclt; No. 9, John W. 
Rees; No. 10, Gen. Thomas Sumter; 
No. 11, John S. Richardson; No. 12, 
■*rMrs. Alar-y^Hi^opcr.; No. 13, Thomas 
, Evelelgh; ~No. 14, Wifttam Reear-No. 

IB, George Joor; No. 16, William May- 
- rant; No. 17, Lucas Creyow; No. 18, 
Archibald Hinson; No. 19, Francis K. 
Huger; No. 20, Elis Trapier; No. 21, 

; Henry Vaughan; No. 22, William 
Rees; No. 23, J. Bracey; Np. 24, John 
" Joor; No. 26, William James. 

\ (Disconnected entries . upon the, 
: church records.) 

Distinguished Names oil Records. 

At a meeting of the vestry of tho 
‘ Clarmont church August 13th, 1810, 
t the rector reported that Mrs, M. E, 

• Huger had presented to the church 
. the service and linen for communion. 
April 4th, 1810, were married Al¬ 
fred Huger, esquire, of Charleston to 
Miss Sarah Rutledge. 

January 22nd, 1824, Dr. Thomas 
Waties to Miss Maria Huger Rutledge. 


Ellison, be penniUed u»/mve u bench 
in the church for himself andf his 
family. This William,‘.Ellison operat¬ 
ed at that time at Stateburg ffie first 
regular grin, factory in the ^vorld. 

In this church yard sleep many 
distinguished men and many gallant 
sons of the Confederacy./ 

Here also were laid tqprest Decem¬ 
ber, 15, 1851, the remains of the 

Hon. Joel R. Poinsett^L. D., states¬ 
man, diplomat, scientist and botanist. 
It was he who introduced into this 
country the plant Which is named for 
lym, poinsettia. \ 

There was on/the list of com¬ 
municants of the old Claremoiyt 
church ,for somie time the name of 
Col. Richard Anderson. He was the 
father of Du: W. W. Anderson, the 
elder. Col. "Anderson was a gallant 
officer of the Maryland line during 
the "War qT the Revolution, of whom 
many heroic deeds are recorded. He 
was an /officer fn tho First battalion 
of the. Maryland Plying Camp, a 
body of troops equipped for quick, 
active'service. - 

Clmrchi i9 Moved. 

Jq the year 1850 the old church be¬ 
ing in bud repair and inadequate to 
accommodate the large congregation, 
it was decided to movo it and build 
upon its' site a new church. The 
building of the new church was ac¬ 
complished ..and the name of the 
church changed „ to the Church of 
the Holy Cross. This was done by 
an amendment of the act of incor¬ 
poration. > 

The cornerstone of tho Church of 
the Holy Cross, was laid on the 11th 
day of September. 1850. William W. 
Anderson, M. D., Henry L. Pinckney, 
Jr., and Samuel J. Bradley were the 
building committee. Edward C. 
J^nes of Charleston was the ar¬ 
chitect,, * 

• l?r. W. W. Anderson was chairman 
of the building committee and the 
only* active meifiber of the commit¬ 
tee, as is stated in the church records. 

It is to his artistio taste, zeal and 
churefymanship that we are deeply in¬ 
debted for this building as he deliver¬ 
ed it to\the vestry for acceptance and 
consecration. 

Of perfect gothic architecture, 
characterized by churchly dignity, it 
lingers ifi the hearts and memory of 
all who have worshiped within its 
sacred waljs. 

Upon entering the church one stands 
beneath the?vaulted roof and down the 
long aisle sees in perspective the glor¬ 
ious east window which, lights the 
chancel. The exquisite old reredos 
rises impressively behind the hand¬ 
somely carved altar; above is the 
arch of the beautifully moulded ceil 
ing; below the tessellated floor. 

The pulpit, jectern, reading desk 
_id organ are all appealingly appro¬ 
priate in their proportions and de¬ 
sign. Crimson hangings surrounding 
the quaintly inclosed choir add a rich 
glow of color which blends harmoni¬ 
ously 1 with the subdued lights and 
shades. 

This Church of the Holy Cross was 
consecrated July 14, 1852, by the Rt. 
Rev. Francis Huger Rutledge; the ill 
health of our pwn bishop rendered it 
impossible fpr him to conduct the 
service. 

This church was almost destroyed 
by a storm on February 1.6, 1903. It 
was at that time but partially re¬ 
stored and is now in great need of ex¬ 
tensive repairs. May it long stand to 
typify the ideals of truth,/endurance, 
strength and courage—necessary vir¬ 
tues of Christians and p atriots! 


Queens Plus. 

London Chronicle. 

Carmen Sylva was not the* only 
queen capable of earning her own 
living if necessity drove her to such 
a course. The queen of the Belgians 
has taken a medical degree at Leip¬ 
zig, and prior to her marriage assist¬ 
ed her father, Duke Charles Theodore 
of• Bavaria, in his practice as an ocu¬ 
list. She is, moreover, a skilful mo¬ 
tor driver, and in the days before the 
war used to make a point of doing all 
the minor repairs to her cars, An¬ 
other versatile sovereign is Queen 
Maud of Norway, who paints admir¬ 
ably, trims hats In a style that would 
ensure her a good salary from any 
high class milliner, afid is a bookbind¬ 
er of more than average skill. 
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